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THE HILL-COUNTRY OF PALESTINE.
Bditevia) Correspondan:e of ThaN. ¥ Tribune.

Lamn Convent, NazassTH, Friday, May 7, 1652
‘We Joft Jerusalem by the Jaffa Gate,
Decause within a fow months neither travelers nor
Daggage are allowa! to pass the Damascus Gate,
on account of «muggling operations having been
earried on there. Not far from the city wall
there is a <uperb terebinth tree, bow in the full
glory of s shining green leaves. It appears to
be bathed in & perpetual dew the rounded masses
of foliage sparkle and glitter in the light, and the
boughs flood the turf below with
a deluge of delicious shade. A number of peraons
aware reclining on the grass under it, and one of
shem, & very handsome Christian boy, spoke to us
i Jtalian and English. I scarcely remember
Deighter and purer dey than that of our departure,
The sky was asheet of spotless blue; every rift and
scar of the distant hills were retouched with a
Srmer pencil, and all the outlines, blurred away by
ghe haze of the previous few days, were restored
with wonderful distinctness. The temperature
wras hot, but not sultry, and the air tasted like an
elixir of immortality.

Through a luxuriant olive grove we reached the
Tombs of the Kings, situated ina small valley to
the north of the city. Part of the valley, if?ut
the whole of it, has been formed by quarrying
away the crsgs of marble and conglomercte
limestone for building the city. Near the edge
of the low cliffs overhanging it there are
some illustrations of the ancient mode of cutting
wtone, which, as well as the custom of excavating
tombs in the rock, bas evidently been borrowed
&om Egypt. The upper suiface of the rocks was
first made smooth,ulter which the blocks were mup-
ped out and cut apart by grooves chiseled between
shem. | visited four or five tombs, eachof which
bad a sort of vestibule or open portico in front.
*The door was low, and the chambers which I
entered, small and black, without sculptures of
any kind. The tombs bear some resemblance in
gheir general plan to those of Tnebes, except that
ghey are without ornaments, cither sculptured or
painted. There are fragments of sarcophngi in
some of them. On the southern side of the
walley is a large quarry, evidently worked for
marble, as the blocks have been cut out from be-
Jow, leaving a large overhanging mass, part of
which has bioken off and fallen down. Some
pieces which I picked up were of & very fine while
sarble, somewhat resembling that of Carrara.

From the long hill beyond the Tombs, we taok
our last view of Jerusalem, far bey ond whose walls
1 saw the Church of the Nativity, at Bethlehem.
The Jewish synagogue on the top of the moun-
taim called Nebbee Samwil, the highest pesk in
Palestine, was visible at some distance to the
west. Notwithetanding ite sanctity, I folt little
yegret at leaving Jerusalem, and cheerfully took
the rough rond northward, ever the stony hills.
There were few habitations in sight, yet the hill-
sides were cultivated, wherever it was possible fur
anything to grow. The wheat was just coming
iato head, and the people wers at work, p!untiui
maize, After four hours' ride, we reached E
Bireh, a little village on & hill, with the ruins of &
convent and a large khan, The place takes its
mame from a fountain of excellent water, beside
which we found our tents already pitched. In the
evening two Englishmen, an ancient Mentor, with
a wild young Telemachus in charge, arrived and
camped near us.

‘We rose long before sunrise, and rode off in the
brilliant morning—the sky unstained by a speck
of vapor. In the welley, beyond El Bireh, the
busbandmen were already at their plows, and the
village boys were on their way to the uncultured
parts of the hills, with their flocks of sheep anl
goats, The valley terminated in a deep gorge,
'with perpendicular walis of rock on either side.
©Qur road mounted the hill on the eastern side, and
followed the brink of the precipice through the
pase, where an enchanting landscape opened upon
ms. The village of Yebrood crowned & hill which
rose opposite, and the mountain slopes leaning to-
ward it on all sides were covered with orchards of
fig trees, and all either rustling with wheat or
eleanly plowed for maize. The =oil was u durk
brown losm, and very rich, The etones have
been lsboriously built into terraces, and, even
where heavy rocky boulders almost hid the soil,
young fig and olive trees were planted 1a the crevi-
ces between them. I have never seen more thor-
ough and patient cultivation. In the crystal of
the morning air the very hills laughed with plenty,
and the whole landscape beamed with the sigos
of gladness on its countenance.

The site of ancient Bethel was not far to the
wight of our road, Over hills laden with the olive,
fig and vine, we passed to Ain el-Huramiyeh, or
the Fountain of the Robbers, Here there are
tombs cut in the rock on both sides of the valley.
Over another ridge we descended to a large, bowl-
shaped valley, entirely covered with wheat, and
epening eastward toward the Jordan. Thence to
Nablons, (the Shechem of the Old, and Sychar of
the New Tostament,) is four hours through a
winding dell of the richest harvest land. On the
way, we first caught sight of the snowy top of
Mount Hermon, distant at least eighty milesin a
straight line. Before reaching Nablons, I stopped
#o drink at a fountain of clear and sweet water,
beside a square pile of masonry, upon which sat
two Moslem dervishes. This, we were told, was
ghe tomb of Joseph, whose body, after having ac-
companied the Israclites in all their wanderings,
was ab last deposited near Shechem, Thereis

Jess resson to doubt this spot than most of the
sacred places of Palestine, for the renson that it
wests, not on Christian but on Jewish tradition.
The wonderful tenacity with which the Jews
cling to every record or memenito of their early
Ristory, and the fact that from the time of Joseph
a portion of them have always lingered near the
spot, render it highly probable that the locality of
a spot g0 sacred should have been preserved from
generation to generation to the present time. Tt
bas been recently proposed to open this tomb, by
digging under it from the sice. 1 the body of Joseph
was actually deposited here, there are no doubt
some traces of it remaining. It must have been
embalmed, according to the Egyptian custom, and
placed in a coffin of the Indizn eycamore, the
wood of which is so nearly incorruptisle, that
thirty-five ceoturies would not suflice for ita de-
composition. The sigular interest of such a dis-
eovery would certainly justify the experiment.
Not far from the tomb is Jacob's Well, where
Christ met the Woman of Samaria. This place
ia also comsidered as suthentic, for the same

reasons. If not wholly convincing Lo all, there 18

ut least so much probability in then that oze s

fmed from that painful coldness and incredulity

Wih which he beholds the sacred shows of Jeru-

saley,,

Lewing the tomb of Joseph, theroad turned to

the wet and entered the narrow pass between |

Mounts €bal and Gerizim. The former is & steep,
barren pek, clothed with terraces of cactus,
standing ?l—tbe northern side of the pass. Mount
Gerizim 8 witivated nearly to the top, and is
troly & moutkain of blessing, compared with its
neighbor. Threugh an orchard of grand old olive
trees we reached Nablons, which presented a
sharming picture, with its long mass of white,
dome-topped stone houses, stretching wloug the

foot of Geriaim through a sea of bowery orchards,
The bottom of the valley resembles some old gar-
den run to waste. Abundant streams, poured from
the generoun heart oftbenountofhhdngl,lup
and gurgle with pleasant noiees through thickets
of orange, fig and pomegranate, through bowern of
roses and tangled masses of briars and wild vines,
We halted in a grove of olives, and after our tent
wae pitched, walked upward through the orchards
to the Ras el-Ain, (Promontory of the Fountain,)
on the side of Mount Gerizim. A multitude of
beggars sat at the city gate, and as they contin
ued to elamor after | had given sufficient alms, |
paid them with “ Al/ah deelek " (God give it to
you !}—the Moslean’s reply to such importunity—
and they ceased in an instant, This exclamation,
it seems, takes away from them the power of de-
manding a second time,

From under the Ras-el-Ain gushes forth the
Fountain of Honey, so culled from the gweetness
and purity of the water. We drank of it and |
found the taste very agreeable, but my companion
declared that it had an unpleasant woolly flavor,
When we climbed a little higher, we found that the
truesource fromwhich the fountainis supplied was
above,and that an Arab was washing a flock of sheep
init! We continued our walk slong the side of
the mountain to the other end ofthe city, through
gardens of almond, apricot, prune and walout
trees, bound each to each by great vines, whose
heavy arms they seemed barely able to support.
The interior of the town is dark and filthy, bat it
has a long, busy bazaar extending its whole
length. and a cafc where we procured the best
coflee in Syria,

Nablons is noted for the existence of a small
remnant of the ancient Samaritans, The stock
has gradually dwindled away, and amounts to
only 40 families, containing little more than 150
individuals. T'hey live in a particular quarter of
the city, and are essily distinguished from the
other inhabitents, in the cast of their features.
After our guide, & nutive of Nablons, had pointed
out three or four, I had no difficulty in recognizing
all the others we met. Tley have long, but not
prominent noses, like the Jews; small, oblong
eyes, narrow lips, and fair complexions, most of
them having brown hair. They appear to be held
in considerable obloquy by the Moslems. Our at-
tendant, who was of the low class of Arabs,
took the boys we met very unceremoniously by
the head, calling out: * Here is another Samar-
itan!” He then conducted us to their synagogue,
to gee the celebrated Pentateuch, which is there
presersed. We were taken to a small open court,
shaded by an apricot tree, where the priest,
un old man in # green robe and white turban, was
geated in meditation. He had n long gray beard
and black eyes, that lighted up with a sudden ex-
pression of esger greed when we promised him
backshish for a sight of the sacred book. He rose
and tock us into a sort of chapel, followed by a
number of Bamuritan boys. Kneeling down at a
niche in the wall, he produced from behind a
wocden case a piece of ragged parchment, written
with Hebrew characters, Dut the guide was fa-
miliar with this deception, and rated him so
soundly that after a little hesitation he Inid the
fragment away, and produced a large tin cylinder,
covered with a piece of green satin embroidered
in told, The boys stooped down and reverently
kiesed the L'azoned cover, before it was removed,
The cylinder, sliding open by two rows of hinges,
opened at the same time the parchment scroll,
which was rolled at both ends. 1t was indeed avery
ancient manuscript, and jo remarkable preserya-
tion. The rents have been carefully repuired and
the scroll neatly stitched upon another picce of
purchment covered on the outside with violot
satin. ‘The priest informed me that it was written
by the son of Aaron, but this does not coincide
with the fact that the Semaritan Penfateuch is
different from that of the Jews, It is, however,
no doubt ene of the oldest parchment records in
the world, and the Samaritans look upon it with
unhounded faith &pd reverence, The Pentateuch,
according to their version, containe their only form
of religion. They reject everything clse which the
Old Testament contains, Three or four daya
ape was their grand feast of sacrifice, whea they
made & burnt offering of a lamb, on the top of
Mount Gerizim, Within a short time it is said
they have shown some curiosity to become uc-
quainted with the New Testament, and the High
Priest sent to Jerusalem to procure Arabic
copies.,

I asked one of the wild-eyed boys whether he
could read the eacred book. *Oh, yes," said the
priest, *“all these boys can read it;" and the one
1 addressed immedintely pulled a volame from his
breast, and « d reading in fluent Hebrew,
It appeared to be a part of their church service,
for both the priest and boab, or door-keeper, kept
up & running series of responses, and occasionally
the whole crowd shouted out some deep-mouthed
word in chorus, The old man leaned forward,
with an expression us fixed and intense asif the
text had become incarnate in him, following with

his lips the sound of the boy's voice. It was a
strange picture of renglous suilveioem, aond was

of itselfsufficient to convince me of the legitimacy
of the Samaritan's descent. When I rose to
leave I gave him the promised fee, and a smaller
one to the boy who read the service. This was
the signal for a general attack from the door-
keeper and ull the boys who were present. They
surrounded me with eves sparkling with the de-
sire of gain, kissed the borderof my jacket, stroked
my beard coaxingly with their hands, which they
then kissed, and were ready, as it seemed to me,
to full on my neck in & heap, after the old Hebrew
fashion. The priest, clamorous for more, followed
with glowing face, and the whole group hud a
riotous and bacchsnalian characker, which [
should never have imagined could spring from
such a passion as avarice,

On returning to our camp, we found Mentor
and Telemachus arrived, but not on such friendly
terms as their Greek prototypes. We were kapt
awake for a long time that night Ly their high
words, and the first sound 1 heard the next morn-
ing came from their tent. Telemachus, I suspect,
had found some island of Calypso, and did not
relish the cold shock of the plunge into the sea, by
which Mentor had forced him away., He insisted
on returning to Jerusalem, but as Mentor would
not allow him a horse, he had not the courage to
try it on foot. After a series of altercations, in
which he took & pistol to shoot the degoman and
applicd very profane terms to every body in the
compnny, his wrath dissolved into tears, and whea
we left, Mentor had decided to rest a day at
Nablons,and let him recover from the eflects of
the storm.

We rode down the beautbiful valley, taking the
rond to Sebaste, (Samarin,) while our luggage-
mwules kept directly over the mountains to Jeain,
Our path at first followed the course of the stream,
between turfy banks and through luxoriaut or-
chards. The whole country we overlooked was

plauted with olive-trees, and, except the very
| swmmits of the mountains, coverad with grain-
| fieide.  For two hours our course was north-vasl,
| leading over the bills and now and then dipping
| into beautiful dells, In cue of these & large stroam
I gushee from the earth in o full fountain, at the
fuot of & grest olive tree. The hil-side above it
was o complete masz of foliage, crowned with the
white wrlls of & Svriun villsge. Descrndin: the
valley, which is very deep, we came witiia =/ zht

of Samaria, situated on the rummit of an iclated
bill. The sanctoary of the ancient Christian
church of St, John towers high above the mud
walls of the medern village. Riding between olive
orchards and wheat-fields of great richness and
beauty, we passed the remains of an aqueduct,
and ascended the hill. The ruins of the church
occupy the eastern summit. Part of them have
been converted into & mosqus, which the Chris-
tian foot is ot allewed to profane. The church,
which is in the Byzantine style, is apparently of
the time of the Crusaders. It had originally &
central and two side-aisles, covered with groined
Gothic vaults, The sanctuary is semi-circular,
with a row of small arches, supported by double
pillare. The church rests on the foundations of
some much more ancient building—probably a
temple belonging to the Roman city. Behind the
modern village, the hill terminates in along, ellip-
tical mound, about one-third of & mile in length.
We made the tour of it, and were suprised at find-
ing a large number of columns, each of & single
piece of marble. They had once formed a double
colonnade, extending from the church to a gate on
the western side of the summit. Our native guide
gaid they had been covered with an arch, and
constituted a long market or hazaar—a supposi-
tion in which he may be correct.  From the gate,
which is still distinctly murked, we overlooked
several deep valleys to the west, and over them
all, the blue horizon of the Mediterranean, south
of Civsaren.  On the northernsideof the hill thers
are upward of twenty more pillars standing, be-
gides a number hurled down, and the remains of
a quacrangular colonnade, on the side of the
hill below. The total number of pillars on the
sommit cannot be less than 100, from 12 to 18
feet in hight. The hill is strewn, even Lo its
buse, with large hewn blocks and fragments of
sculptured etone. The present name of the city
was given to it by Herod, and it must have been
at that time a most stately and beautiful place.

We descended to a valley on the east, climbed
long nscent, and after crossing the brond shoulder
of & mountain beyond, saw below us a landscape
even more magnificent than that of Nablons, It
was a great winding valley, its bottom relling in
wavesof ‘wheat and barley, while every bill-side,
up to the bure rock, was mantled with groves of
olive. The very summits which looked into this
garden of Israel, were green with fragrant planta
—wild thyme and sage, graphalium and camo-
mile. Away to the west was the sea, and in the
north-west the meuntain chain of Carmel. We
went down to the gardens and pasture-land, and
stopped to rest at the village of Geba. A spring
of whitish hut delicious water gushed out of the
soil, in the midst of & fig orchard, The women
passed us, going back and forth with tall water-
jurs on their heads. Some herd-boys brought
down a flock of black goats, and they were all
given drink in a large wooden bowl. They were
beautiful animals, with thick curved horns, white
ever, and ears a foot long. It was a truly Bibli-
¢nl picture in every feature,

Beyond this valley we passed a cireulnr basin,
which has no outlet, so that in winter the bottom
of it must be a lake. After winding among the
hills an hour more, we came out upon the town op
Jenin, at the head of the great plain of Exdruelon,
It is supposed to be the ancient Jezreel, where
the terusgant Jezebel was pitched out of the win-
dow. Weencamped in a beautiful garden, and, as
the place is in very bad repute, engaged a man to
keep guard at night. An English family was
robbed there two or three weeks ngo. Our guard
did his duty well, paciog back and forth, and oeca-
gionally grounding his musket to keep up his cou-
roge by the sound. In the evening Frangois
caught & chaweleon, a droll-looking little creaturs
which changed color in & marvelous manner,

Our road next duy luy directly across the Plain
of Esdraelon, one of the richest districts T the
world, It is now a green sea, covered with fields
of wheat and barley, or great grazing tracts, on
which multitudes of sheep and goats are wander-
ing. In some respects it reminded me of the Val-
ley of San Jose, and if I were to liken Palestine to
any other country | have seen, it would be Cali-
fornia, The climate and succession of the seasons
are the same, the soil is very similar in quality,
and the landscapes present the same general
features. Here, in spring, the plains are covered
with that deluge of floral bloom, which mukes
Califorpin seem a paradise. Here there is the
same picturesque evergreen ouk, the same rank
fields of wild oats clothing the mountain-sides,
the same wild nromatic herbs impregnating the
air with balm, and above all, the same blue, cloud-
less days and dewless nights. While traveling
here, | am constantly reminded of our new Syria
on the Pacific, and should no doubt find the re-
semblance mere striking, were it the same senson
as when I visited it.

Towerd noon, Mount Tabor separated itself
from the chain of hills before us, and stood out
singly, at the extremity of the plain. We watered
our horees at n spring ina swamp, where some
women were collected, beating with sticks the
vushes they had gathered to make mate, After
reaching the mountains on the northern side of
the plain, an ascent of an hour and a-half through
a narrow glen brought us to Nazareth, which is
situated in & cul-de-sac, under the highest peaks
of the range. As we were passing o rocky part
of the road, Mr. Hurrison’s horse feli with him
and severely injured his leg. We were fortunately
near our destination, and on reaching the Latin
Convent, Fra Joschim, to whose surgical abilities
the traveler’s book bore witoess, took him in
charge. Muny others besides ourselves have had

reason to be thankful for the good oftices of the
Latin monks in Palestine. 1 have never met with
& class more kind, cordinl and genial, All the
convents are bound to teke in and entertain all
applicants—of whetever creed or nation—{or the
space of three days. k

In the afternoon Fra Joachim accompanied me
to the Church of the Virgin, which i inclosad
within the walls of the Convent. It is built over
the supposed site of the house in which the
mother of Christ was living, at the time of the
angelic annunciation. Under the high sltar a
flight of steps leads down to the shrine of the Vir-
gin, on the threshold of the house, where tne
angel Gabiriel's foot rested, as he stood with o lily
in his haed, scnouncieg the miraculous concep-
tion. The shrine, of white marble and eold,
gleaming in the light of golden lamps, stands un-
der a rough arch of the natural rock, from the side
of which hangs a heavy fragmeat of a granite
pillur, suspended, as the devout Lelieve, by divine
power. Fra Joachim informed me that wheu the
Moslems attempted to obliterate all tokens of the
holy place, this pillar was preserved Ly a mira-
cle, that it might not be lost to the Christians,
At the same time, he said, the angels of God car-

ried away the wooden house which stood at the | -
| out krowing to whom I was paying my visit, and

entrance of the grotto, and after letting it drop in
Marseilles while they rested, picked it up again
and set it down in Loretto, where it still remning,
As he said this, there was such entire, ahsolute
belief in the good mouk’s eyes, and such happi-
ness in that belief, that not for ten times the gold
on the shrine would 1 have expressed a doubt of
the story. He then bade me kneel that [ might
see the spot where the angel stood, and devoutly
repeated a pater noster while | contemplated the
pure plate of snowy warble, surroanded with vuses

of fengrunt fowers, between which hung cresests
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of gold, wherein perfamed oils were burning. Al
the decorations of the place conveyed the idea of
transcendent purity and sweetness, and for the
first time in Palestine, 1 wished for perfect fuith in
the spot. Behind the shrine there are two or three
chambers in the rock, which served as habitations
for the family of the Virgin,

A young Christian Nazarene afterward con-
ducted me to the House of Joseph, the Carpenter,
which is pow enclosed in a little chapel. Itis
merely a frsgment of wall, undoubtedly as old as
the time of Christ, and I felt willing to consider it
agenuine relic. There was an honest ronghness
about the large stones, inclosing a small room
called the carpenter’s shop, which I could not find
it in my heart te doubt. Besides, in a quiet coun-
try town like Nazareth, which has never known
such vicissitudes as Jerusalem, much more de-
pendence can be placed on popular tradition. For
the same reason, | looked with reverence on the
table of Christ, also inclosed within a chapel. This
is & large natural rock, about 9 feet by 12, nearly
square and quite flat on the top. It is said that it
once eerved as o teble for Christ and his Disciples.
The building called the School of Christ, where
he went with other children of his age, is now a
church of the Syrinn Christians, who were per-
forming a doleful mnss in Arabic at the time of
my visit. It isa vaulted apartment, abou: 40 feet
long, und ouly the lower part of the wall is an-
cient. At each of these places the Nazarene put
into my hand a piece of pasteboard, on which was
printed u prayer in Latin, italian and Arabic, with
the intormation that whoever visited the place und
made the prayer, would be entitled to seven vears’
indulgence. 1 duly read all the prayers, and ne-
cordingly, my conscience ought to be al rest for
twenty-one years, B. T,

JAVA,

A Glimpse of Malay Life.

That distinguished German traveler.
Frevrrie Grrsrackenr, is now publishing in the
Augsburg Allzemeine Zeitung a series of spirited
and interesting chapters drawn from his experi-
ences in o voyage over almost all the out-ofsthe-
way purts of the world, which he has just con-
cluded and is now detailing at length in a work
that he is preparing at his residence in Germuny,
Among these iz an account of one of the aspects
of life among the Malays of Java, whose princes,
at least, have become half-civilized by intercourse
with the Dutch occupants and virtual rulers of
most if pot all of that country. Interested by
the strange, barbaric picture drawn by Mr. Ger-
sticker, and by its utter unlikeness, as well as
its striking resemblance to the descriptions of
other travelers in Fgypt and other semi-savage
countries, we have translated it for the columns
of ke 2'ribune, and do not doubt that our readers
will peruse it with cariosity as a novelty among
the queer developments of human nature in the
world :

“F'oward evening I nceepted with great plea-
gure an invitation from the house physician to go
over with him to the Kegent's, and see his baya-
deres dance. | heard that the Englishman and
thie American were already there, and the tones
of the gamelang came sounding over to us. The
distance was but a few hundred paces, nnd we
entered immedintely into the presence of the Re-
gent, in the reom,—or hail of audience, if you will,
—which was most brilliantly lighted by o great
number of astral lamps, hanging or standing about.

“In order to render clear co the reader the mean-
ing of the title Regent, n few words of explanation
nre necessary. ‘I'ne ighest official in the Dutch
Fust Indies—who stands second only to the King
ot Holland—is the Governor-General, who has, of
course, 1o the various islands, his Vice-Governors.
The Governor-General resides upon the island of
Java. The island, from its great extent, is divided
into districts, or, a5 they are there culled, Resi-
dences, and each is ruled by a Resident or Assist-
ant Resident, under whom are the so-called Con-
trollers.

“These are the European officers. Beside these,
however, the Dutch Govermment, in saccordance
with u most excelient and in this case an abso-
lutely necessary principle, employs native vificers,
who are made to intercst themselves in their duties
Ly the ealaries which they receive, and whose
position gives them a twolold character, that of
mediators nmong the native population, and to
some extent sponsors fur their good behavior.—
The patives have always beea strongly attached
to their princes, and heoce the greater ne-
cessity of attaching these to the Dutch Govern-
ment. There was no way of doing this so eifec-
tually 8s by appealing to their interests, aod
through this means these Regents, as they are
called, nre exceedingly trustworthy. LUpon every
picol of the products of their districts they re-
cewve a certam, regular tax.—the Regent of Bans
dong heving an income which is said annunlly far
to exceed 350,000,

* The Resident has also his ehare, and hence it is
essy to see that the cutlivation of all those pro-
ducts from which the high officials can gain any-
thing is carried onin the most lively and zealous
manner. It 18 true that nothing can be easier
thun for dishonest persons in office to grind down
the natives, who are forced to carry on their avo-
entions subject to unavoidable taxes, out of all
proportion with any benefits derived from their
rulers in return ; and experience has already
taught that this is the case.  Butthen the result
is to muke the regular reports of the productions
of the Colony so mucl the greater; and there-
fore the poor poople may—ge to the devil.

“The present Governor hiaa begun, in some
partes of the country, to leave the matter of labor
entirely to the patives themselves, and is trying
to make it for their interest to let no falling off in
the smount of their products take place. God
grunt that he may be able to carry into effect a
measure £0 philanthropic! The result of these
attempts is, huwever, casily to be foreseen. The
native is remnrkably temperate : afew doits’ worth
of rice suffices fur his daily wecessities, and, not-
withstapoing his scquaintance with Europeans
lias awaked desires and necessities which he knew
not before, still it is bighly improbable that he
will be induced to produce 15 much as was for-
wmerly squeezed out of himby a set of public of-
cers devoid of conseience, ” But it is none the
worse for the native: he may work less and yet
live more comfortably ; und if he wishes anything
furtber he can improve Lis condition at home—but
e brings less to market, so that not ouly dothe
public officials and the Regents lose somewhat from
their incomes, but the mercantile public has leas
trade, and in consequence suffers a dumnution of
profita, The contequence will be that all thess
people will join in the cry of slarm, over their
ruined business and trades. and the poor natives
willat lepgth be foreed to make all good at the ex-
penge o their own hides.

It is true that the system of forced labor was
at first neant onlv for un experiment—the inten-
tion was to make the natives, who would never
voluntarily bave come to this knowledge, under-
stand the advantages to be denved from systems
atic labor ; to teach them new wante and ehow
them by what means they might satisfy them.
The system, however, in its working proved so,
bevond all expectation, profitable to the Dutch,
that the former Governors—whose main olject
was, during their short perivds of service, to ac-
quire the greatest fortunes poszible, that they
might be slle to contivue their oriental style of
livipg atter their return to Holland—were careful
pot to disturb it. Hence the experiment of the
present Governor. net to do away with all thess
abuees, for that is impossible, but to lessen them ;
and for my part, | wish from my heart the fortu-
unte issue of hig plans fur the interesta of hu-
manity.

* Hud | entered the saloon of the Regent with-

in what part of the world | was, the thoughts of
India and of & Java prince would never have oc-
cured to me. Everything was in European style ;
French and Eoglish engravings bhung upon’ the
walle, end huze mirors in gilded frames, At the
father extremity of the room, the umbrells-
like canopies of State fixedto the wall like trophies
supported by handles full eght or nige feet u.ng'
alone had snything foreign in their appearance,—
On the table were cigars inclosedin Freuch cnsess
wade of staiped leather,

“I'he Hegent with nisattendants furme.iutmng
contrast to all this, He was a handsome young

thoogh romewhat languid and wol 3
Hiw leatures were ful Mﬁmmt.
he being, im fact. the illegitimate son of a former

Regent, who was removed and pensioned by the
Duteh Government, because under his {uro-
ment the former Assistant Resident of Bandon
had been murdered—a man, by-the. way, who h
made himseli hated by all the natives for his se-
verity and cruelty, The ot wore upon his
head the usual head-cloth, folded like a turban,
| #hirt, veat, jacket of fine cluth, rather closely cut
[ pantaloons of domestic stuff, and overall a fine sa-
ong reaching down almost to the ancles. His
naked feot were thiust into a pair of Chinese slip

e,
art The most costly article of his attire was a
weapon that hung in the thick silken girdle which
confined his rarong ahout the hips. This was &
dagger or Ariss, heavily ornamented, both in han-
dle und scabbard, with ﬁald. made of the form pe-
culinr to the country, the hanale rich in di d
emeralds ard topazes, and the blade of the rirmt'.
Damascus steel,

* Phe lodian princes value these krisses extra-
vagantly, in the blades of which certain marks,
known only to their own families, render them
rasily to be recognized by every member of the
fumnily, Their religion imposes it upon them as a
duty, whenever they find one of these daggers in
the hands of strangers, to get possession of it
again, at any srice whatsoever,

“The musicians sat before the open hall doors,
with their gamelangs of vanous sorta and sizes,
squatted on the ground, To this manner only do
theyv dure appear in tha presence of the Regent,
=ingle cervants, with their burning matehes of co-
con bark, sat also upon their hams, within the
room, waiting for the call api, in answer to whizh,
raising themeelves us ljttle as possible from the
floor, they crept to the Regent, and, sitting, hand-
ed him, or rusing themselves somewhat, handed
the guests fire for their cigars. Toe condition of
servants here is systematically kept mo slavish
that this creeping, IhiPCT position did net seem to
be gufficient. Certainly the arm should have been
left tree to reach the match; but no, the left arm
was not deemed sufficient, and the servant, as he
handed the match with it, assuming a position us
if be wwmentarily expected to receive & blow upon
the heao, grasped it with his right.

“After the usunl greetings were over und the
compeny seated and each had lighted his eigar,
the Regent gave a signal, and the sonorous, full
snd barmonie tones of & single gamelang came
flonting to ue. In the open door on our left sud-
denly nppeared the form of a young and most
lovely girl, fantastically clothed. She wore a
short, rather narrow frock of some light stuf,
woolen as it seemed to me, for it closed soft as
silk vpon the slender and beautiful form. It ap-

ared to be woven with green and gold, for with

er motions it shone with a mild metallic luster.
A broad girdle, magnificently wrought with gold,
surrounded her hips, above which the went
rose close up ty the arms, like that of the Chi-
nese dancers, (Heaven knows | would not compare
her to them') and was carried rather high above
her budding bosom, which it half concealed, but
left uncovered the elastie shoulders, and the
delicate, finely formed arms, which were merely
ornsmented by broad armlets near the shoulders,
and & pair of bracelets ut the wrists, She wore
dark red close-fitting knit hose, with golden ringa,
which rested upon her ankles ; the =inall, delicute
pretty feet were bare, On her breast she wore a
star or rosetis of gold, wrought in a tasteful, ir-
regular form, and shining like a sun.

* Her bair was combed smoothly backward, and
held in its place by golden pins aud combs, above
which was & sort of golden disdem, attached to
which were small, thin, somewhat hollowed plates
of pold, which waved, trembled and gently rat-
tled ngainst each other as she moved, The form
of this head-dress, as the HRegent afterwanl
ghowed us, was tuken from heathen pictures of
the sncient days of Java.

“With a gentle, graceful motion, slowly turn-
ing, and raising and lowering her form by the
elnsticity of her knees, she uppeared upon the
threshald, and moved slowly into the hall, which
she hud hardly fully entered when a second form
followed, even to the minutest point the sume in
dress, then a third, & fourth, &ec. Six girls, each
more lovely than the last, thus floated, as it were,
into the hall, and began to the tones of a chime
of small bells their expressive pentomimic dances.

“Gently thev ghded by each otier, without
touching so much as the hem of another's gar-
ment. Back and forth swung the tender and lovely
forme, and the heautiful little faces all the time 80
earnest and sober, and they shook their heads at
ench other go still and reproachiully, and the gol-
den plates on their hends were tossed from side to
side, striking each other with o musical sound,

“1 was so struck by the extraordinary perform-
ances of the lovely creatures, and affected so
Etmr_ﬁull_\ m my nervous system by the picrcing,

¢ll-like tones of the gamelang, that I rubbed my
forehead several times to see if I was actually
awake, I hardly ventured to breathe, and when
the girls tinally glided out of the door, as they had
come in, only quicker, it seemed ns i my breast
was relieved of a heavy weight, and 1 could now
once more breathe frr-efy.

* 4 That's right fine to seefor once,api !’ said the
American who sat close by my #i te, first nddress
ing wieand then the croucling slave hurd by, with
an order to give him a hght for the hundredth
time ; *d—d handsome girls, especially the firar.” |
beard him, but at the moment hardly knewwhat he
said. Asat I was just awakenad from a wild, fan-
tastic dream, I looked about me ; but the Euro-
pean walls, the engravings and the astral lamps,
the enrtains and tne ornaments in bronze, brought
me lorcibly back to the reality, I'he Indian Bay-
aderes seemed out of place amid so much that was
European—cold water was thus thrown upon en-
thusiacm, and 1 would at that moment have given
n large sumn to have exchanged all that splendor
tor the simplest bamboo hut.

**In the mean time the tones of the gamelang
were still gently sounding, The effoct produced
by this instrument is strange, | have listened to
it for hours together, feeling that a melody, and a
distinet harmony lay in its toves, but was never
able to catch it and note it down. [ now for the
first tume understood an expression, which had al-
waoys seemed to me peculiar to the Americans,
and I may say also laughuble. [ refor to their say-
ing to me when playing some shmple tone, * 4
not understand that,' 'liey do not understand it
because they wre unable to beat the time with
their feet to n dance. And now to my shame 1
must coufess that | was in like manner unable to
undeistand this melody of the native Javans,
Frequently it seemed to me as if 1 had caught
some sorl of theme, ud soiced upon something

like a fundamenteal chord, but when | attempted
to follow out the musicul iden, prasages totally
ditferent, and utterly inconsequent, came break-
ing, bursting in, nod threw me so completely out,
thet when | wishied to return to my first ides, it
would be entirely gone. In generall learn a mel-
ody with ease, but I have never been able to fix
two burs of this gamelang music in my memory,
*“I'ne pause in the dancing had lasted, perhaps
a quarter of an hour, whenjthe Bayaderes appeared
again upon the threshold,  Again they glided into
the hall as at first, modestly and with downcast
eyes, ani Rﬁpﬂutd only in the dunce to become
endued with life and feeling. Thia time each car-
ried & fan of peacock feathers in her hand, and as
the tones of the bells grew quicker and more liva-
ly, the dunceim‘.‘lencg in gpiric; they bowed as
it merely nodiing to each ot ier, playing with their
fanz, now following, now pursuing, and of a sud-
den vanizhed through the lowly door.
" The English officer, who sat next the Regent,
had, in the mean time, borrowed his kriss for the
ﬁmpuse of a closer examination; it passed from
and to hand, snd we could not restrain our won-
derat the excellence of the workmanship, hoth of
blade and handle, of the steel and gold. The Re-
gent gave a signal,and one of the figures, crouch-
ing in all the corners of the hall, erept on ali-fours
to receive the commands of his master, The Re-
ﬁn_*nt beut down end whispered a few words to

im, and the slave, gliding like a sonke over the
floor. vanished in the background.

*Ten minutes had not passed when the slender,
youthiul form of & servant appeared in the door
und brought five weapons, splendid with gold and
Jewels. At first I paid little attention to the kris-
ees, for the figure of him who brought them at-
tracted my notice too strongly, He drew near in
an uttitude of reverence, when he handed the wes-
pons to his master, but there was nothing servile
it his hpmngr, nand he did not sesume the cower-
ing ettitude of others, while nwaiting further
orders, The face of this remarkable being wus
really beautiful ; the nose was long und weil form-
ed, the mouth sinall, the eyes black and fiery, but
there was u peculiar expression of melancholy at
times upon the delicately chiseled lips, which
seemed otten to be only by furce kept under. He
was clothed in all respects in she gannents of the
men; the hendeloth which was bound round the
temples, like a turban  below the knotted muss
of hair, the narrow trowsers, the short sa-
rong ; only the jackst was not lefR open, us

wan with s thin nustache, uod dn,ritJ eXpresive,

i« ueunl woth the npatives, but wae apparcut-

Iv_buttoned completaly to the
fully colored shawl Iny upon
g down to the middle of the arma
:l.:‘hc lllou:::l‘l: In epite of the
sworn that it was & ‘rhhnl.llnq.m-
standing the revereatial pf:n'u‘u, there wyy
thirg in the carriage of the entire figure S
fast, 50 bold, that doubt, 0 ey

*1

he took him for s young man or u girl, * z
it," said he, gluncing ll.‘t.ha uhyc:f..(d'mm'
moment, ‘it i 8 boy; he has trowsers L
head cloth.  What & magniticent dug e g
it must have cost & ming of money' ' ‘?-hh.“
in his band bad more intersst fiur him, and
vo further attention to the fignre of the s |
Ata sign from the Regent he bawad h':'."
more, ard stepped behind a pillar,
have departed by some other doop
more of him.  During the whole time
;rlll the r;mm hl: bad never turned hig yes |
ose of the Regent, nor ha
uat‘n glance u .:m us. 1 e for @ o
“T'he wenpons passed in the mean .
to hand: they ail had the peculutf‘z:,:.‘u
kriss, which, especially the singulaly gy
handle, is difficult to describe witiog,e 2 dm o
Une of them,h wever, surpaseed all the mt."
mngnificence apd in the nuinher ang ple oo
its jewels ‘Ihe simpleat of them all ho“w
should have preferred, tor it bad o tog“ml.-'l |
tistically gramed Dumascas blade, und the h,“"
though " small, was  dregon tastefully ad,
with jewels. 1t was wrought wita such artivie
eloll, that | am convinced none of cur ragrn
except the very best, conld ever have desi
nuf:h clegance ‘of form and sty le of of nament,
When all had sufliciently exsmued the dag.
gers, the Rerent handed thea to another s,
who enrried them back to 1 eir place. The =
man,—if indeed he was one —came nor h’p&
The Regent whispered u few words to m.‘.
er servant, and immedistely the £rune h
had either prused or only sounded in gen e
like lduhnt hr:i: begnnanother nwlody ouks,
“1t wes in minor key, sofl |
the lowest fibres of the 'hu-utf‘:::: .,-,‘.g
without any?proper |connection in the buies wl
then sgnin serming to possess tis elemegt of s,
ody, 20 that the ear listened half in despair 1 thy
movement. Suddenly the music turned 0 & mony
lively theme ; it seemed & war-song, battje toney
to encournge the warrior to the contlict. (as g,
strument beat the rapid march of a storming eql.
umn, in quick, heavy, but monotonous blows whia
as ifin unn_'hery,urhu mstruments ;ccump".'.".
nn:ieil l‘l;rgtmz tones,
" Vhad closed my eyes, to give m
ilﬂ'l] ua ‘ihl: etirct of t‘hil l:m‘tmg l:n.f n\:':
opene m again, a lictle girl w
the ha'l, who pll:a:rd WL hoEu u..ﬂf;;":.l"" g
the floor, three and three, with their points I
posed to each other. ‘Api!" ciied the Rugent a 1
one of his waiting spirits who was nasting 'h M
cormer. moved ke hightning across the floor w, |
not noticing the bows and mowu.-tuua.u“',q |
them, throwing them out of place and nearly ! '

ng.
“The Regent took ‘no notice of this - !
fore the mischief could he lrp.ind,u::a' ;n'?f{' b
peared on the threshold—this time movigs ;fﬁ
more slowly, us if with reluctance, back and firg)
again aud mgain, paseing ench other, and now [“'.
the first time reaching cheir hands to sach otiges
Suddenty rose the sharply sounding tonesof ¢u.
flict, and, a8 il driven by an irresistiols power,
cach of the girls flew to her place »nd brbd:
bow and arrow ; quicker nnd ever quicker fullomed
the blows on the gamelangs, shriller and shrilley
exulted the wild tones, the bows were
the arrows were aimed at the hearts of the eog.
Lutants ; but they il=w not from the strings; ty
touching, agonized faces of the lovely eregmg
turned themselves aside, the arrow points &
;E:m, and, s in sorrow, they shook their heads 1
 golden spangles gently waved, and, in a com
plaining tone, gently smote azainst each othen
“ Agan !.wgun the same succession of woies
ments ; agwin, bold and resolute. they approachia
contlict, but love seemed stronger in their hoang
thun hate; no arrow lett its string: as if unde
the influence of some external foree, conld tiwy
alone at times retain their appearnace of hostility,
and it seemed often as though they would dy
their bows and throw Lhn::lmu into each otaer's
Arms,
_ "I never saw u more nobla, modest, and exéis | A
ing pantomume, than the dancing of these kg
ﬁu-ls. The people, also, outside the dours, whe
nd, until now, in reverent stitlne 2, not ventaml
to interrupt the exhibition by n single word, bl
become excited. and when the sisters weet far- | 1
ward to the fight, when at length they ra
«their bows with deadly intent, & muraur of g
aroee, sotne of the crowd even cried out for
and the swelling tones of the instruments
thut no klood had Nowed. .
%At lust the excitement of the dences wu
raiged to the highest pitch : one party of the ge
ters eprang for the last e (o dicir bows gl § 4,
aimed at the breusts of their opponents, but 1y
let their weapons full, and with nverred
offered their hearts to the arrows.  Then fl
bows ritling to the foor, and rushing to
other, while the peopls without broke oufl e

- S —m- --._---.-e

shouta of joy, and the bells in joyous tones jusd | o1,
in the song of the victory of love, they T
their arms around one another, and in j fr
dances celebrated their reconeilintion, “f

tives outside behaved as it distracted, and | ®

not be ashunied to admit that u tear moi

my own eyes, i
“Tha dance was now ended, the Baysdses

vanished, in o trice the scattered bows aod

were tuken away, and we paid our respects te

the Regent, who in the niost friendly sinanef i

vited us to pay him another visit.”

—_———

SUMMER RAMBLES.

Minnesota.
Correspondence of The N Y. Tribune
87, Pave, (Min. Terr) Ssturday, Aug. 7, 118

Quite the most curious thing we bsw
seen hereabouts, is an Indian relic just hl‘.

by a tourist from the new Lake, sbout
much talk bas been this summor, Lake Mi

“The Urest wesan” Having climbed to the % the
clift some seventy feet high sluoe named * Spi i
which overlooks its clear watars, ha turned to :":
plate the view; and the thought occurred to himtd |
this would be a spot suitable for the worship of ths | sir
sgea offered to the Grest Spirit in whom thoy belles | /)
It was & sanil level space, surrounded by tnequaiel |
the ground ; and In its center be percelved anoval tw
stens placed upright Letween two sticks, It :':"

od red, and covered with smail yallow spots,
to a brown color, Oneeeklng Information from ‘

chief respecting this stone, he was told that It of}
garded as sacred to the Maitou of scalps, and s
at Intervals by the warriors enthelr returo froma b 4
with the scalps they had securcd. These they gl wi
a4 an offering on the top of t4e stone, wiich was g | "
into same rude resemblance to & human hoad, sadipelt § |
the yellow spots to indieate the number of b L
jolped In the ceremony. ‘The scalps wera his
away, and sometimes offorlogs of tobacen ware Tirs
the stone belpg freshly palnted from time to tme Lt
been in tha: same spot, doubtless, the =loux il
bis people tirst came to the country, swd had hees <ha
ed within a yesr, The sileks supportiug s 'r::;
ted. )
p'::the rocks bord this lake, it Is sald, T

bald eagles’ neits, w miy be rescaed by U

a0 little fear of man, as yet, have those mooarchs
alr ip this, their wild and solitary home, which
knows the tread of the white man, or the fab
glofaxon pacddies. We saw  yeatsr nler
egge of & loon, or pelicsn, & g0

s wild duck, brought from the ahorss of d
1t ta variously estmated st from tweoty five

miles in legib. The distkuceto it is bul fou s
from St Authony ; yet, on account of the wast off e
it bas been visited but ltais sinco Ite discovery, 88 hla
by persops who live Inthe e ighborhood. <4 o
buman habltation nesr it stands on tae outict, 8 @R
90 below—a small shasty, erected by & FOui of
six months sgo, whera be llves, & rustle he "1
buntiog sod bishing. He quitted &I_ln_wuri.i : first
count of misssthropy, or disspd :
tome of my iady readers may b syt W s an
mere'y to secure the “clvim” e bus st up w0 @ vak
tlon of the lsnd I.-!-:-::te: nhm; nu Sat
i thess “ claling, & whore b
:‘:ltte'xnwmm'ed- baving 8o doubt of the fasl B8 ::""'
ment of the Covernment with the [edians, 10 85 o
as Lo secure en (gracts in thelr possessiodRESg  §
:L;Lut piaces 00 lutely clalmed Ly the ludlan @ 8 .::

own—though Bt FEL open Lo purchass—may b
pristed in Wis wanner, Minnesota ealis far e
snd with ber fernile, wooded, acd witarad
ber adyantages of navigable rivers her gwnep
rles, her vist iracts, ﬂfi- In valushle timber, S
Iecressing lumber trade—ber uxamustiess 1
developliy year stter year—sha wiil not Joog
invite; new comers wilthrong to ber wikd
prospeet of growing wealtby by lndastry nnd o
mert, the setler Lias [ew or none of the pe
plopeer 10 encounter | suppiles cen he hag,

wsrke t for their | roguee, close at han?t, 4
The Diheotshe cave to Carver's Cﬂ'ﬂ,!:
B, ke pume of Waksp Tipi—lovse of ihe SRR
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